How- to know the Indian Waders.
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pinion-joint should be taken off close up to the knuckle,
as a good many quills have to be removed to stop a crane
from going off even when handicapped.
Cranes do very well in big grassed enclosures along
with deer or geese, and in the former case the beauty of
the graceful beasts a-3id birds, seen on an appropriate
background, is very appreciable by the contrast. Water
should, of course, always be accessible in the shape of a
good-sized pond. In small enclosures cranes are apt to
be spiteful, and in such cases pairs should be kept only,
and by themselves. The male can generally be known by
his greater size. Any ordinary mixture of vegetable and
animal foods, such as is given to poultry, will do for
cranes if they have a good grass range, and they should
not be kept otherwise.
I need say nothing about cranes from the sportsman's
point of view, as they are well known in this connection as
being very wary game, but good when you have got them,
as I remarked at the commencement. To the cultivator
cranes have been known ever since the time of Virgil as
unmitigated pests to the crops, but with the increasing
demand for them as pets and ornaments the birds will
soon be able to cry quits with humanity, like the parrots..
Cranes are found nearly all over the world, and six
species occur in Indian limits.
.What may be called the ordinary Indian Cranes then are
five in number, and may be thus distinguished:—The
Sams and Burmese Sarus by their great size (well over
four feet) and grey colour.
The White Crane is white or buff, and nearly as big as
the Sarus.
The Demoiselle is much the smallest, being less than a
yard long.
The Common Crane is of medium size, measuring between
three and four feet.

